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taken by Mr. Ritchie, and particularly explained by his report upon the
subject to which we refer. We also beg leave to refer to the journal of
the Master Attendant, who has been down the river since the fair season
set in accompanied by the pilots who could be spared from the current
service to ascertain and make a complete sounding of passage and to lay
down the remainder of the buoys; an accurate survey of it is now forming
by engineer officers appointed for that purpose, Mr. Ritchie having been
sent to the Admiral as advised in our Secret Letter.
23.    You  will  be  informed   by  the  President and Council  at Fort
St. George of the violent and dismal effects of a most severe gale of wind
which happened there on the i5th of October.    His Majesty's fleet, which
was in the roads, put to sea on the first appearance of the gale and
escaped from any heavy damage, except the Superb which lost all her
niasts; almost all the trading vessels which attempted to ride out the storm
were either sunk or driven on shore and only a small part of their cargoes
saved; the loss of grain in the roads, upon this unfortunate occasion, was
estimated at upwards of 30,000 bags.
24.    The President and Select Committee of Fort St. George, after
this event, finding the prospect of famine2 which threatened the settle-
ment so immediate and alarming, thought it necessary to seize upon all
the grain  which  should be imported  for the public  stores, paying the
proprietors a very advanced price for the same by bills upon us.    As the
above measure promised no immediate encrease of importation at Madras,
though it entailed a heavy additional expence on this Government, and
in the end might fail of the desired effect by the detrimental restraint to
individuals which it laid upon  the disposal of their grain,  we recom-
mended it as our opinion that a free and open trade would be more
likely to secure to the settlement of Fort St. George the relief they wished
to obtain  than  any restraint  whatsoever.   And  to prevent  unnecessary
competition here in procuring tonnage, which the exorbitant price fixed
for rice at Madras was likely to create, a great enhancement of freight
having been the immediate consequence of it, we forbid the Agent to take
up any vessels, beyond his present engagements, on the Company's account,
and resolved not to send any further supplies of rice to Fort St. George
by public agency but on the Company's ships, leaving the trade entirely
free to individuals.    And in order to encourage them to pursue it with
an unremitted spirit after the regulation made at Fort St. George should
cease, we promised to give a fixed price of 120 Ps. per garce, payable by
bills, for all the good cargo rice which should be delivered into store at
that place, as a certain and last resort to the owners, leaving them at liberty
to dispose of it on better terms, by private sale, if they had an opportunity.
25.    Long previous to this we had called before us the captains of
all the Indiamen which are now dispatched to you, and proposed to load
their  ships  with  grain  immediately  for  Madras,   in
Consultation s^th     hopes they might be able to return early enough to
eptember,                 save ^ season for Europe, but finding them averse
to this measure, on account of the hazard of saving the season and the